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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112, Second Paragraph 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Regarding claims 1 , 5, 6, 9-1 1 , and 1 5, the phrase "such as" renders the claims 
indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of 
the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

4. Regarding claims 6, 1 1, and 15, the phrase "for example" renders the claims 
indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of 
the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
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351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1 -4, 7-9, 1 2-1 3, and 1 6-1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Brusseaux (US 6,411,937). 

7. As per claim 1, Brusseaux teaches a system for guiding a user in a network of 
pay points delivery goods or services, such as parking ticket dispensers for paying 
parking fees, said system comprising: 

a. A first means for supplying to the user, information on the location of said 
machine (Abstract; Column 2, lines 53-67; Figure 51). First means can be the 
display screen. 

8. As per claim 2, Brusseaux further teaches, wherein said means for supplying the 
user with information on the location of said machine cooperate with payment means of 
said machine so that said location information is not supplied to the user until a payment 
for goods or services has been effected at said machine (Column 2, lines 53-68). 

9. As per claim 3, Brusseaux further teaches, wherein said information on the 
location of said machine is a unique identification code (Abstract, Column 1, lines 42- 
48). It is inherent in the system disclosed in Brusseaux that the information on the 
location of the machine is a unique identification code. A meter capable of 
communicating with at least one information server must include a unique identification 
code to allow the remote server to recognize which meter it is communicating with. 
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1 0. As per claim 4, Brusseaux further teaches, wherein said information on the 
location of said machine is printed on a ticket issued by printing means of said machine 
(Column 2, lines 65-67). 

11. As per claim 7, Brusseaux further teaches, wherein said machine includes 
second means for supplying guidance information enabling the user to go from said 
machine to any other machine of said network, said second means including acquisition 
means for acquiring information on the location of said other machine supplied by the 
user (Abstract; Column 2, lines 53-67). Second means can be the paper printed by the 
parking meter. 

1 2. As per claim 8, Brusseaux further teaches, wherein said means for providing 
guidance information for going from said machine to any other machine of said network 
cooperate with payment means of said machine so that said guidance information is 
supplied to the user only after a payment for a service of this kind has been effected at 
said machine (Column 2, lines 53-67). 

1 3. As per claim 9, Brusseaux further teaches, wherein said acquisition means of 
said machine includes a man machine interface, such as a keypad, on which said user 
may enter information on the location of said other machine to which he wishes to go 
(Column 2, line 61 ; Column 1 , lines 47-48). 

14. As per claim 12, Brusseaux further teaches, wherein said guidance information 
for going to said other machine is printed on a ticket issued by printing means of said 
machine (Column 2, lines 65-67). 
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1 5. As per claim 13, Brusseaux further teaches, wherein said guidance information 
for going to said other machine is displayed on an appropriate screen of said machine 
(Figure 51; Column 2, lines 45-46). 

16. As per claim 16, Brusseaux further teaches, wherein said location information 
and/or said guidance information comprises the address of said machine (Column 2, 
lines 60-67). A meter capable of communicating with at least one information server 
and providing a route to a user must include an address of the machine to recognize 
where the meter is located and which meter it is communicating with. 

1 7. As per claim 17, Brusseaux further teaches, wherein said location and/or 
guidance information comprises a map of the neighborhood of said machine (Column 2, 
line 63). 

18. As per claim 18, Brusseaux further teaches, wherein said guidance information 
further comprises a description of one or more paths to said other machine from said 
machine (Column 2, lines 62-66). 

19. As per claim 19, Brusseaux further teaches, wherein said guidance information 
further comprises a map of one ore more paths to said other machine from said 
machine (Column 2, lines 62-66). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

20. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

21 . The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness or 
nonobviousness. 

22. Claims 5, 10, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Brusseaux (US 6,41 1 ,937) in view of Fulcher et al. (US 6,505,774). 

23. As per claim 5, Brusseaux teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. 
Brusseaux does not explicitly teach, wherein said machine includes appropriate writing 
means for transferring said information on the location of said machine into the 
appropriate memories of a contact or contact less type microprocessor card of the user, 
such as a payment card. 

However, Fulcher teaches a similar system, and the system of Fulcher indeed 
includes said machine includes appropriate writing means for transferring said 



Application: 10/522,487 
Art Unit: 4176 



Paper No. 20080520 
Page 7 



information on tlie location of said machine into the appropriate memories of a contact 
or contact less type microprocessor card of the user, such as a payment card (Columns 
13-14, lines 65-68 and 1-5). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time of invention, to have incorporated appropriate writing means for transferring said 
information on the location of said machine into the appropriate memories of a contact 
or contact less type microprocessor card of the user, such as a payment card, in 
accordance with the teachings of Fulcher, in order to communicate information including 
location information, as suggested by Brusseaux (Column 1, lines 55-59 and Column 2, 
lines 62-67), since so doing could be performed readily and easily by any person of 
ordinary skill in the art, with neither undue experimentation, nor risk of unexpected 
results. 

24. As per claim 10, Brusseaux teaches the system of claim 7 as described above. 
Brusseaux does not explicitly teach, wherein said acquisition means of said machine 
includes a microprocessor card reader for recovering said information on the location of 
said other machine in the appropriate memories of a contact or contact less type 
microprocessor card of the user, such as a payment card. 

However, Fulcher teaches a similar system, and the system of Fulcher indeed 
includes said acquisition means of said machine includes a microprocessor card reader 
for recovering said information on the location of said other machine in the appropriate 
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mennorles of a contact or contact less type microprocessor card of the user, such as a 
payment card (Columns 13-14, lines 65-68 and 1-5). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time of invention, to have incorporated said acquisition means of said machine includes 
a microprocessor card reader for recovering said information on the location of said 
other machine in the appropriate memories of a contact or contact less type 
microprocessor card of the user, such as a payment card, in accordance with the 
teachings of Fulcher, in order to communicate information including location information, 
as suggested by Brusseaux (Column 1 , lines 55-59 and Column 2, lines 62-67), since 
so doing could be performed readily and easily by any person of ordinary skill in the art, 
with neither undue experimentation, nor risk of unexpected results. 
25. As per claim 14, Brusseaux teaches the system of claim 7 as described above. 
Brusseaux does not explicitly teach, wherein said guidance information for going to said 
other machine is communicated by voice synthesis means of said machine. 

However, Fulcher teaches a similar system, and the system of Fulcher indeed 
includes said guidance information for going to said other machine is communicated by 
voice synthesis means of said machine (Column 13, lines 34-50). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time of invention, to have incorporated said guidance information for going to said other 
machine is communicated by voice synthesis means of said machine, in accordance 
with the teachings of Fulcher, in order to communicate information including location 
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infornnation, as suggested by Brusseaux (Column 1, lines 55-59 and Column 2, lines 62- 
67), since so doing could be performed readily and easily by any person of ordinary skill 
in the art, with neither undue experimentation, nor risk of unexpected results. 

26. Claims 6, 1 1 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Brusseaux (US 6,41 1 ,937) in view of Brust et al. (US 6,650,999). 

27. As per claim 6, Brusseaux teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. 
Brusseaux does not explicitly teach wherein said machine further comprises appropriate 
radio-frequency transmission means for transferring said information on the location of 
said machine by radio into the memories of a suitable terminal of the user, such as a 
mobile telephone, for example, in the form of a voice telephone call, an SMS text 
message or an email. 

However, Brust teaches a similar system, and the system of Brust indeed 
includes appropriate radio-frequency transmission means for transferring said 
information on the location of said machine by radio into the memories of a suitable 
terminal of the user, such as a mobile telephone, for example in the form of a voice 
telephone call, an SMS text message or an email (Abstract; Column 2, lines 9-40). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time of invention, to have incorporated appropriate radio-frequency transmission means 
for transferring information on the location of said machine by radio into the memories of 
a suitable terminal of the user, such as a mobile telephone, for example in the form of a 
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voice telephone call, an SMS text message or an email, in accordance with the 
teachings of Brust, in order to communicate information including location information, 
as suggested by Brusseaux (Column 1, lines 55-59 and Column 2, lines 62-67), since 
so doing could be performed readily and easily by any person of ordinary skill in the art, 
with neither undue experimentation, nor risk of unexpected results. 
28. As per claim 1 1 , Brusseaux teaches the system of claim 7 as described above. 
Brusseaux does not explicitly teach wherein said acquisition means of said machine 
includes appropriate radio-frequency receiving means for downloading by radio said 
information on the location of said other machine from a suitable communication 
terminal of the user, such as a mobile telephone, for example, in the form of a voice 
telephone call, an SMS text message or an email. 

However, Brust teaches a similar system, and the system of Brust indeed 
includes acquisition means of said machine includes appropriate radio-frequency 
receiving means for downloading by radio said information on the location of said other 
machine from a suitable communication terminal of the user, such as a mobile 
telephone, for example, in the form of a voice telephone call, an SMS text message or 
an email (Abstract; Column 2, lines 9-40). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time of invention, to have incorporated acquisition means of said machine includes 
appropriate radio-frequency receiving means for downloading by radio said information 
on the location of said other machine from a suitable communication terminal of the 



Application: 10/522,487 
Art Unit: 4176 



Paper No. 20080520 
Page 1 1 



user, such as a mobile telephone, for example, in the form of a voice telephone call, an 
SMS text message or an email, in accordance with the teachings of Brust, in order to 
communicate information including location information, as suggested by Brusseaux 
(Column 1, lines 55-59 and Column 2, lines 62-67), since so doing could be performed 
readily and easily by any person of ordinary skill in the art, with neither undue 
experimentation, nor risk of unexpected results. 

29. As per claim 15, Brusseaux teaches the system of claim 7 as described above. 
Brusseaux does not explicitly teach wherein said machine includes appropriate radio- 
frequency transmitting means for sending said guidance information for going to said 
other machine to a suitable terminal of the user, such as a mobile telephone, for 
example, in the form of a voice telephone call, an SMS text message or an email. 

However, Brust teaches a similar system, and the system of Brust indeed 
includes appropriate radio-frequency transmitting means for sending said guidance 
information for going to said other machine to a suitable terminal of the user, such as a 
mobile telephone, for example, in the form of a voice telephone call, an SMS text 
message or an email. (Abstract; Column 2, lines 9-40). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time of invention, to have incorporated appropriate radio-frequency transmitting means 
for sending said guidance information for going to said other machine to a suitable 
terminal of the user, such as a mobile telephone, for example, in the form of a voice 
telephone call, an SMS text message or an email., in accordance with the teachings of 
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Brust, in order to communicate information including location information, as suggested 
by Brusseaux (Column 1, lines 55-59 and Column 2, lines 62-67), since so doing could 
be performed readily and easily by any person of ordinary skill in the art, with neither 
undue experimentation, nor risk of unexpected results. 

Conclusion 

30. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Galvin (WO 9922348) and Lachat (US 4812805) disclose a 
network of parking meters. 

31 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRIAN EPSTEIN whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5389. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 7:30am - 
5:00pm Eastern Time. 

32. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jerry O'Connor can be reached on (571) 272-6787. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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33. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IB. EJ 

Examiner, Art Unit 4176 
May 20, 2008 

/Gerald J. O'Connor/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 4176 



